[A woman with a cavity in an intervertebral disc on the CT-scan].
The CT scan of a 77-year-old woman showed hypodense structures in the spine called vacuum phenomenon as an incidental finding. The cause in the majority of cases is the degeneration of tissue but vacuum phenomenon is also associated with other disorders. It is important to distinguish between benign causes and malignant causes. Unfamiliarity with this vacuum phenomenon may lead to suboptimal treatment.